Harrisburg Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board
Unapproved Meeting Minutes
The regular meeting of the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board was called to order on January 14th, 2026, at 6:00pm., with Scott Langerock presiding. Members present were Ryan Berg, Elizabeth Heidinger, Marie Story, Jason Nelson, and Chris Kuntz. Also present were Toby Huizenga, Amanda Mack, and Magenta Hammond from the City along with Kevin Maxwell as the City Council liaison. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Consent Agenda: Motion was made by Kuntz, seconded by Berg to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
1. Approved Agenda – Declaration of any Potential Conflict of Interest
2. Approved November 12th, 2025 Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board Meeting Minutes
Upon roll call, all members present in favor. 

Business Items:
Ice Rink Discussion
Kuntz shared that a councilman had suggested the idea of reintroducing an ice rink similar to the one we had near the Wizard Wash many years ago. After a discussion covering topics such as liability, usage frequency, and skating amenities, Mack agreed that we could potentially establish a temporary ice rink next year. This would allow us to gauge its popularity within the community, and if it proves to be a popular attraction, we could explore the option of a more permanent installation. Huizenga and Hammond will conduct research on the costs associated with constructing a rink and will present their findings to the board at the February meeting. 
Future Park Priority List
Huizenga relayed to the board the insights gathered from discussions with the parks department staff regarding their top priorities, which included ideas like the establishment of a new dog park and enhancements to existing equipment. Mack emphasized the need for more intentional conversations before we prioritize projects, focusing on which properties to retain or sell and how we can collaborate with other organizations, like the school district, to develop the most effective solutions. The board also proposed ideas for parks that go beyond playgrounds, including a nature walking/sitting area, an arboretum, and a BMX track. Kuntz and Berg suggested that if the city has smaller projects that may require additional labor, reaching out to groups like the Scouts could be beneficial. Mack noted that city staff will conduct some internal pen-to-paper work and bring back a more concrete list of ideas for the board to help prioritize.
Park Board Event
The board is looking forward to their event at Air Madness on January 19th. Hammond mentioned that the city has been sharing videos about the event on their social media platforms and uploaded a flyer to the school district’s PeachJar site. However, Heidinger pointed out that she has heard from others that they were unaware the event is open to all. She inquired whether the social media team could produce another video emphasizing that all are welcome. Additionally, Story suggested including a link to the Air Madness waiver, allowing attendees to complete it in advance if necessary. Langerock proposed that if the event goes well, we should consider booking it again for next year.
2026 Meeting Dates
The board members received copies of the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board meeting schedule for the year. Kuntz originally expressed his curiosity about the necessity of monthly meetings but, given the promising plans for park improvements, suggested it would be wise to continue meeting monthly and simply cancel meetings if/when necessary. 

Hammond provided updates on the Parks, Recreation, and Forestry reports. At the moment, there isn’t much activity in the department as winter typically brings a lull, especially when there is no snow. She noted that Huizenga has organized everything for the nets and shade at Field A to be put up in the spring, and that the parks staff have been constructing a few new picnic pavilions, similar to the one that was damaged in the storm. Additionally, a couple department members will be meeting with Jason Nelson with the GFP Outdoor Campus soon to discuss programming for 2026.

With no further business, a motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Story to adjourn the meeting at 7:15pm. Upon roll call, all members present in favor. 
The next regular meeting of the Harrisburg Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board will be held on February 11th, 2026. 

Submitted by Magenta Hammond, City of Harrisburg Staff Member
