Harrisburg Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board
Unapproved Meeting Minutes

The regular meeting of the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board was called to order on October 15, 2025, at 6:00pm, with Scott Langerock presiding. Members present were Chris Kuntz, Jason Nelson, Ryan Berg, Elizabeth Heidinger, Heather Stolsmark, and Marie Story. Also present were Toby Huizenga and Magenta Hammond with the City of Harrisburg. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Consent Agenda: A motion was made by Kuntz to make an amendment to the agenda by adding a Business Item for a discussion around the Parks Supervisor position. A motion was made by Berg, seconded by Nelson to approve the amendment and the consent agenda. 
1. Approved Agenda – Declaration of any Potential Conflict of Interest
2. Approved September 10, 2025 Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board Meeting Minutes
Upon roll call, all members present were in favor. 

Business Items:
HBA Update – No new updates at this time. 
Park Board Event – Heidinger presented information to the board that she received from the Union Social and Air Madness in regards to hosting events. The group decided that January/February of 2026 would be the best timeframe, but Heidinger will reach out to the businesses to see what they have for availability. They plan to make this event a way for community members to “break the winter blues.” 
Holiday Lighting Contest – Hammond presented the category options from prior years to see if the board wanted to continue with the same ones as last year for the Holiday Lighting Contest. The board decided to keep “Best Street” and “Best House,” but due to the lack of “Best Business” entries last year, they replaced that category with “Board’s Choice.” The group will go out during the December Park Board meeting to vote for their category. Story wondered if there was also a way to create a “Parade of Lights” layer on the GIS map for the community to see, so Hammond will look into that. 
Parks Supervisor – The board expressed that they, and others within the community, have felt as though the City needs to look into hiring a new Parks Supervisor again. They stated that Toby has been doing a fantastic job as interim Parks Supervisor, but that he already has too much on his plate and that the community needs someone who is going to lead the charge on applying for grants and getting the city green spaces/parks developed. The board would like to make a recommendation to Council to hire a new Parks Supervisor for park development improvement.

Hammond gave updates for the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Reports: 
Parks - The Parks Department will be starting more of the winterization processes coming up, including blowing out the irrigation system at Central Park and taking the aerators out of Lake Ole.
Recreation - A group of girl scouts recently donated a set of three wooden benches that they built to the Central Park Disc Golf Course in memory of their late members. Harrisburg High School students are going to help the Parks Department with building a few new picnic pavilion shelters to replace the one damaged in the storm at Field A and just to put around town. The department will be participating in the Chamber’s Trunk or Treat event again this year on October 24th by having a table with candy to hand out to the kids. 
Forestry - Employees from the Parks Department will be going through a “Community Forestry Training Program” over the winter. Once a month from November to March, they will attend virtual workshops to teach them about acquiring, managing, and improving forest land. 

With no further business, a motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Kuntz to adjourn the meeting at 6:48pm. Upon roll call, all members present were in favor. 
The next regular meeting of the Harrisburg Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board will be held on November 12th, 2025. 

Submitted by Magenta Hammond, City of Harrisburg Staff Member
