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Vision + Goals

Vision:

Goals:

Introduce New Park Features

Connect North and South Spaces of Park

Activate Existing Amenities

Create and establish a recognizable prairie-scape throughout Central Park.

Seamlessly weave north and south areas of Central Park to create a cohesive and complete park.

Central Park has many currently existing elements. These elements only need slight improvements to 
activate themselves.

Introduce, new, community driven, park elements that align with the current Central Park, as well as 
fill what the future community will need.

Activate Central Park through core values of Community, Health & Wellness, Park Stewardship and 
Inclusiveness to create a Place of Play for Harrisburg. Central Park will be a community asset for the 
current generation and the future Harrisburg Community. 

Establish a Defined Park Landscape
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1
Harrisburg Days
Public Input

Timeline + Progression

2 3

June 11th, 2022

A conversation 
with the Harrisburg 
community about its 
vision for the Central 
Park site, how the 
community wants to 
interact with the site, 
and what features the 
site will include. 

The initial round of 
design in which key input 
concepts and large scale 
features are organized 
onto the site.

The synthesis of our 
community engagement 
and input. 

Analysis into 
distinguished 
imperatives that steer our 
master plan updates. 

7 Themes First Design

1

June 11th, 2022

July 13th, 
2022

A conversation with the 
Harrisburg community 
about its vision for 
Central Park, how the 
community wants to 
interact with the site, and 
what features Central 
Park will include. 

Re-Imagining

Central Park

Design 

Considerations

Harrisburg Days

Public Input
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Central Park -

A Place of Play

Design

Refinement

Timeline + Progression

National Night 

Out - Harrisburg

4 5 6

We joined in the 
festivities of ‘National 
Night Out - Harrisburg’, 
at Hugh Robinson Park, 
by displaying the future 
spaces within Central 
Park.

The integration of 
community input  into our 
design choices to devise 
an updated master plan.

Refining our design of 
Central park based on 
what we heard from the 
Harrisburg Community at 
‘National Night Out’. 

August 2nd, 2022 Design Alternatives Final Design

September 
2022
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Site Analysis | Orientation: Siouxland Metro Area
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Harrisburg, SD

Lincoln County  

Land Area: 3.49 Sq Miles (2020) 

Population: 7,638 (07/21) 

Population per Sq Mile: 1822.4 (2020)  

Median Age: 29.3 (2020)  

Data Courtesy of Census.gov
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Site Analysis | Orientation: Harrisburg, SD
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Harrisburg, SD

Land Usage: Open Space | Park 

Current Uses: Baseball, Softball, 
Disc Golf & Event Space

Land Area: 46.3 Acres 

Harrisburg’s Largest Park  

Data Courtesy of harrisburgsd.gov

273rd Street
S

D
 H

ig
h

w
ay

 1
15

C
liff

 A
ve

n
u

e

M
in

n
e

so
ta

 A
ve

n
u

e

Lake Ole

Harrisburg City Limits

Willow Street

S
o

u
th

e
a

st
e

rn
 A

ve
n

u
e

272nd Street
W

e
st

e
rn

 A
ve

n
u

e

BN
SF

 R
A

IL
R

O
A

D

Central Park

Liberty Elementary

Harrisburg High School



Central Park A Place of Play Harrisburg, SD 10

Site Analysis | Harrisburg Community

Education & Knowledge

Community Pride Expanding Recreation Unique Places

Historic Features
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Site Analysis | Central Park Site

Dakota Access Field @ Central Park

Harrisburg City Water Tower

CENTRAL PARK
46 Acres

Lake Ole
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Site Analysis | Central Park Aerial

Lake Ole

SoftballSledding Hill
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Engagement Process | Harrisburg Days 2022

Harrisburg Days
Public Input

1
Harrisburg Days

Public Input

June 11th, 2022

As Landscape Architects, 
Designers, and Engineers, we 
talk and think about parks, 
communities, and infrastructure 
all day - everyday. We value 
community engagement as a 
time to connect with Harrisburg in 
order to find out what is important 
to the community. We use these 
conversations as a starting 
point to help shape our design - 
specific to the input we received.

Harrisburg Days- photo by Crystal Kruse of Kruse PhotoGraphics

Celebrating Harrisburg
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Engagement Process | Park Programming

Aquatic Center Splash Pad / Water Play Basketball Courts

PICK 5!
Place your 5 dots on the amenities,

elements, or programming you 
would like to see at Central Park in 
the future. Rank does not matter.

 

Public Art / Sculptures Sand VolleyballPump TrackLeisure Gaming Lounge
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Engagement Process | Park Programming

Pickleball / Tennis CourtsCross Country Tee Ball FieldsMunicipal Camping

Playgrounds Unique Recreation ExperiencesSpecialty Swings Children’s Nature Play Experience
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Engagement Process | Architecture

COMMENTS / DOTSCOMMENTS / DOTS

COMMENTS / DOTS

COMMENTS / DOTS

COMMENTS/ DOTS

COMMENTS / DOTS

AMPHITHEATER / EVENT STAGE PAVILION

Place ONE dot on your favorite architectural scheme below:

Simplistic Simplistic

West RiverWest River

Custom Wood Custom Wood

Place ONE dot on your favorite architectural scheme below:
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Engagement Process | Results

Park Elements and Programming Board 1-2 Displaying:
Aquatic Center, Splash Pad / Water Play, Basketball Courts, Leisure Gaming Lounge, 
Public Art / Sculptures, Pump Track, and Sand Volleyball.

Park Elements and Programming Board 2-2 Displaying:
Cross Country Course, Municipal Camping, Tee Ball Fields, Pickleball / Tennis Courts, 
Specialty Swings, Children’s Nature Play Experience, Playgrounds, Unique Recreation 
Experiences.

Architectural Schemes Board Displaying:
Amphitheater / Event Stage - Simplistic, West River, Custom Wood
Pavilion - Simplistic, West River, Custom Wood

With 560 combined votes it’s easy to see the commitment the community has for their hometown! 
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Engagement Process | Results: Park Programming
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22.5%

Legend

- Splash Pad 12.6%
- Unique Rec. 10.8%
- Nature Play
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- Specialty Swings
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Design Directives

As we dove deeper into conversations with members of the 
Harrisburg Community, a number of recurring topics arose and 
became the center of our conversations. We synthesized these 
features into design imperatives. These topics became our 
direction - helping envision Central Park through these unique 
design parameters.

We intend for these parameters, established by community 
input, to create a Community Asset for Every Family in 
Harrisburg.

Design Directives

1 

3 
2 

4 
5
6 
7 

Employ Community Input Features

Articulate Something Authentic to Harrisburg

Design with Future Growth in Consideration

Create a Central Place of Play for Harrisburg 

Capture the Energy of the Community 

Engage with Established Park Features

Realize the Potential for Creating Community

The synthesis of our community engagement and input. 
Analysis into distinguished directives that steer our updates.
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Design Considerations | Sports Courts
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Design Considerations | Central Lawn
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Design Considerations | Nature
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Design Considerations | Promenade
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Design Considerations | Generational Play
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Design Considerations | Water Interaction 
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Design Considerations | Commons
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Central Park Reimagined

Community Vision for Central Park 

Central Park Reimagined
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Central Park Reimagined | Illustrative Plan Overall
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Landscape Elements & Features

Nature Lounge

Gateway to Central Lawn
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Central Park Reimagined | Enlargement Plan South
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Central Park Reimagined | Enlargement Plan North
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When choosing community priorities, we looked at the design 
considerations that we received during public input at Harrisburg 
Days. We reorganized these considerations into priorities. These 
priorities will be further compartmentalized the full design of 
Central Park Reimagined.

Each Community Priority is unique to Central Park. No priority 
is greater than the other, but together they capture, what is, 
Central Park Reimagined.

Community Priorities

1 

3 

2 

4 

Park Perimeter

Central Place of Play

Family Commons

Explore + Connect

Central Park Reimagined
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Master Plan Legend

Master Plan Legend

Park Perimeter

Bandshell

Adventure Play Space

Central Lawn

Central Promenade

Perimeter Parking

Competitive Gaming Space

Maintenance Yard

Multi-Use Field Improvements

Baseball Field Improvements

Pavilion

Splash Pad + Spray Park

Tee Ball Improvements

BS

AP

DA

MY

MF

CH

CP

PP

CG

DG

PA

PV

SS

TB

CL

Central Place of Play

Family Commons

Central Hill Improvements

Park Access

Disc Golf Improvements

Explore + Connect

Central Park Reimagined

Foundation Drive

Central Park Court

Central Park Court

Lake 

Ole

La
nd

m
ar

k 
C

irc
le

Li
b

er
ty

 C
irc

le

B
N

S
F 

R
ai

lro
ad

C
o

lu
m

b
ia

 S
tr

e
e

t

C
en

tr
al

 C
irc

le

B
ed

ro
ck

 C
irc

le

PP

PP

PA

PA

MY

CP

MF

DG

CH

TB

CG

CL

PV

SS

BS

AP

DA

CP

C
olum

b
ia S

treet

PA



Park Perimeter
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Approach
The Park Perimeter acts as a transitional space into the core of the park.. 
The Park Perimeter consists of necessary parking, and a 1-Mile walking 
loop that encompasses the park. 

Perimeter Parking and South Parking Lot

Park Walking Loop

Central Park Reimagined

Perimeter
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Park Entrance
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Circulation Legend

Vehicular Movement

Promenade (Vehicle / Pedestrian)

Central Park Walking Loop

Pedestrian Connections 

Pedestrian Movement

Mobility and Circulation are crucial to a park’s success. These  
elements shape how the park functions as well as provide 
inclusive opportunities to explore different spaces of Central 
Park.

N

Park Perimeter | Accessibility, Mobility & Park Circulation

Central Park Reimagined
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Signage & Wayfinding Locations

With over 46 acres of land to cover, wayfinding and signage 
are important in connecting the entire site. Different sizes of 
signage are strategically placed throughout the park to ensure  
proper exploration of Central Park.

Large Wayfinding Signage

Small Wayfinding Signage

Entrance Arrival Signage

Park Perimeter | Signage & Wayfinding

Central Park - Reimagined

Arrival Signage

Large Signage Small Signage



Strategic Wayfinding
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Approach
Elements of play are a staple to traditional 
parks. Central Park Reimagined offers several 
unique play settings strategically located 
throughout the park. 

Tee Ball Complex

Sports Courts

Central Lawn

Multi-Use Fields ‘B’ + ‘C’

Dakota Access Field Improvements
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Sports 
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N

Central Place of Play

Central Park Reimagined
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Teeball Complex
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The Sport Courts Space features emerging single and team based sports. These sports will 
spark your competitive spirit as each sport was chosen based off it’s appeal for generational 
play options. With the sport of Soccer on the rise, 3v3 Soccer or “Mini Pitch” is soccer with 
higher intense cardio in a contained space Mini Pitch is a life size “Foosball Table” that can be 
played even as one vs one. The lounge space where the social aspects of there sports really 
shines through fostering community involvement and relationships.

Pickleball Courts

Mini Pitch
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Central Place of Play | Competitive Gaming 

Central Park Reimagined

Central LawnCentral Lawn

CentralCentral
HillHill

RestroomsRestrooms

Perimeter Perimeter 
Parking LotParking Lot

SandSand
 Volleyball Volleyball

GamingGaming
LoungeLounge

PickleballPickleball

FutureFuture
PickleballPickleball

FutureFuture
VolleyballVolleyball

FutureFuture
SoccerSoccer

3v3 3v3 
SoccerSoccer



Sports Courts
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The Central Lawn is a staple of the Central Park design. This space is the ultimate mixed-use green. 
A Central Lawn is important to a park because it offers endless opportunities for active or passive 
recreation. There is no one specific purpose for this area and it can act as a destination or spill over 
space for big events. 

CentralCentral
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Perimeter Perimeter 
Parking LotParking Lot

Central Central 
Lawn AccessLawn Access
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Tee BallTee Ball
Complex ‘B’Complex ‘B’
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Central Place of Play | Central Lawn

Central Park Reimagined
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Central Lawn



Central Place of Play | Multi-Use Ball Fields

Central Park Reimagined

275’
Perimeter
Fence
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A key to central Park is flexibility. Being an established bat and ball park, having as many options 
for all different age groups playing baseball or softball was critical in a city with limited active green 
space. The fields allow play from age 7-13. Each age group will have their own specific pitching 
distance as well as base path length.
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Multi-Use Ball Fields
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Dakota Access Field is an established space at Central Park. Improvements will be made to the 
exterior of the field to create a complete pedestrian plaza with gated access. These improvements 
are in line with hosting future South Dakota Amateur, Legion, and Jr Legion State Tournaments. 

Multi-UseMulti-Use
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Central Place of Play | Dakota Access Field Improvements

Central Park Reimagined



Central Park A Place of Play Harrisburg, SD 50

Dakota Access Field Ticket Entrance
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Dakota Access
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Family Commons

Approach
The Family Commons intentionally will see the 
most traffic of any space throughout the park. This 
space will be authentically unique to the Harrisburg 
community. Packed with fun for all ages, while 
emphasizing bringing families and community 
members together.

Promenade

Splash Pad + Spray Park

Adventure Play Space

Toddler Play Space

Pavilion + Gaming Lawn

Event Lawn + Bandshell

N

Central Park Reimagined
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Family Commons
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Family Commons | Park Commons North + South

Central Park Reimagined
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Family Commons
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Family Commons

During site analysis we noticed the disconnect between the north and south spaces of Central Park. 
The Central Promenade is important feature to connecting both halves of Central Park. A unique feature 
about the Central Promenade is that it can closed off for major events, acting as a transition between 
the Central Lawn and Family Commons areas. Removable Bollards will be placed on the east and 
west sides of the Promenade, in addition to pedestrian bollards on the north and south sides of the 
continuous sidewalk, to ensure vehicle traffic flows to the western Perimeter Parking Lot. 

The Central Promenade could also display flags for holidays, creating an “Avenue of Flags” that extends 
along the entire drive, as well as up and around the Central Lawn.

Central Promenade

Central Promenade

Splash Pad +Splash Pad +
Spray ParkSpray Park

Adventure PlayAdventure Play

Central LawnCentral Lawn

Family Commons | Central Promenade

Central Park Reimagined
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Central Promenade



Family Commons
CommunityCommunity

Gathering SpaceGathering Space
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The most anticipated space at Central Park is the Splash Pad + Spray Park. This ultimate feature offers hours 
of entertainment in the hot sun. Surrounded by with a picnic lawn and iconic playground features.
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Family Commons | Splash Pad + Spray Park

Central Park Reimagined
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Family Commons
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Family Commons | Adventure Playground

Central Park Reimagined
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Toddler PlayToddler Play
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The Adventure Playground is unlike anything in the Siouxland region. Featuring unique play experiences and 
different terraced terrain, this accessible playground is truly a generational play spaces with features for all 
ages.



Adventure Playground
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The Pavilion will feature toilet room facilities, storage, and even a potential kiosk/rental areas for 
recreational equipment checkout. Materials on the outside take a contemporary approach to a 
traditional stone wainscot with exposed wood structure above, and instead use the stone and wood 
materials as massing elements with large glue-lam structures for the main roof mass and then 
a solid stone cladding for the enclosed portions of the facility. Additional curved wood cladding 
appears on the interior walls of the pavilion as a connection point between the covered plaza and 
the enclosed bandshell to the south. Vertical apertures in the pavilion roof let daylight filter to the 
center of the large space while protecting park-goers form sudden, unexpected downpours. Interior 
walls are either a burnished or painted structural concrete block to provide durability and ease of 
maintenance/repair for decades to come.
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Ping PongPing PongReflectionReflection
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Family Commons | Pavilion + Gaming Lawn

Central Park Reimagined

Pavilion Plan



Family Commons | Pavilion

Central Park Reimagined



Family Commons | Pavilion

Central Park Reimagined



Pavilion View from Baseball Viewing Deck
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Horseshoe Pits at the Pavilion
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Bean Bag Courts + Ping Pong Tables
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Using similar materials as the pavilion, the bandshell provides a flexible outdoor stage area with 
dedicated storage and dressing/back of house areas. Columns divide up the larger stage area so 
that no performance feels out of place, from a more intimate smaller ensemble or single speaker 
to a larger municipal band. These columns also provide important power connections for various 
events. The enclosed storage and dressing areas form the backdrop of the stage, which can be 
supplemented with a portable curtain, spanning the access to those spaces, when needed. The 
roof forms use a similar curved roof structure but area also articulated to provide proper  early 
acoustic reflections for performers and help bounce the sound out toward the audience, while 
providing similar daylight apertures as the pavilion. The level of the stage is raised to provide the 
best viewpoint for spectators along the sloping event lawn.
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Family Commons | Bandshell + Event Lawn

Central Park Reimagined

Bandshell Materials



Family Commons | Band Shell + Event Lawn

Central Park Reimagined



Family Commons | Band Shell + Event Lawn

Central Park Reimagined



Sloped Event Lawn with Park Structures

Central Park A Place of Play Harrisburg, SD 71



Central Park A Place of Play Harrisburg, SD 72

Explore + Connect

Central Park Reimagined

Approach
A current defining element at Central Park is the naturalized 9 Hole Disc 
Golf Course. This landscape feature will set the precedent for the entire 
park. This landscape will be visible throughout the park creating pockets 
of prairie within the city.

Nature Play Space + Central Hill

Disc Golf + Nature Exploration
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Explore + Connect

Connecting with Nature is easy at the Central Hill and Exploration Play Area. There is no doubt that the 
ultimate urban nature experience is at the Central Hill. The hill naturally invites us to climb it and feel the 
success of being at the top. This feature acts in all seasons as the hill will feature informal sledding as well as 
a formal Nature Slide that will make you climb back up to the top as quick as you went down! At the Nature 
Play Space there are multiple nature based play items including a flat ground zip-line that leads to the Nature 
Slide.
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Explore + Connect | Exploration Play Space + Central Hill

Central Park Reimagined
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Explore + Connect
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Explore + Connect | Exploration Play Space + Central Hill

Central Park Reimagined
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Explore + Connect
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Explore + Connect
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Explore + Connect
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Nature Connection is important to Harrisburg residents. Since it’s forming, the 9 hole disc 
golf course has been a success at Central Park. We played off this success to turn this area 
into an exploration space, accessible from any direction of the park. Improvements consist of 
establishing a defining prairie-scape that ties the landscape together while still looking natural. 

Tee BallTee Ball
Complex ‘B’Complex ‘B’

Tee BallTee Ball
Complex ‘A’Complex ‘A’

Explore + Connect | Disc Golf + Nature Exploration

Central Park Reimagined
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Explore + Connect
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Multi-UseMulti-Use
Field ‘B’Field ‘B’

Dakota AccessDakota Access
FieldField

Walking LoopWalking Loop
ConnectionConnection

Reflection Reflection 
Garden SpaceGarden Space

Explore + Connect | Reflection Garden Spaces

Central Park Reimagined

Nature connection is important to Harrisburg residents. Since it’s forming, the 9 hole disc golf 
course has been a success at Central Park. We played off this success to turn this area into 
an exploration space, accessible from any direction of the park. Improvements consist of 
establishing a defining prairie-scape that organizes the landscape while still looking natural. 
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Explore + Connect Explore + Connect
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+ Increase Attendance

+ Create an Iconic Destination

+ Create Safer Places

+ Diversify User Groups

+ Encourage New Development

+ Establish an Identity

+ Build Community

Park Activation | Why Activate Spaces?
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WEEKLY  
PROGRAMMING

Park Activation | Strategies

SIGNATURE  
EVENTS

SEASONAL 
EVENTS

THIRD PARTY 
RENTALS

SPECIALTY 
PROGRAMS

DAILY  
PROGRAMMING

MONTHLY 
PROGRAMMING

Harrisburg Days, Baseball State Championship

Seasonal Sports

Summer Camps

Food Truck Events

Weddings Movie Night

First Friday Harrisburg

Multiple Play Spaces

Winter Lighting

Concert Series

Company Outing Festivals + Markets

Summer Fireworks

Walking Loop

Sledding Hill

Weekly Sporting League

Family Events

Homecoming

Field Trips

Light Shows

Central Lawn

Snoeshoeing
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Park Activation | Seasonal Uses

CENTRAL
HILL

CENTRAL
LAWN

PROMENADE
EXPLORE
NATURE

DUAL
SPORT

COURTS

MULTI-
USE

FIELD

Nature Slide

Sledding Hill
Snow Sculptures Winter Carnival Snow Shoeing

Miniature Hockey Winter Flag Football

Group Yoga
Farmers Market Disc Golf 3 vs 3 Soccer Soft ball
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Park Activation | Summer View



Central Park A Place of Play Harrisburg, SD 87

Park Activation | Winter View
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Programming Distribution

Central Park Bandshell

Spray Park + Splash Pad

Event Lawn

Perimeter Parking + Maintenance

Tee Ball Complex

Competitive Gaming + Central Lawn

Exploration Play + Central Hill Multi-Use Fields + Reflection Garden

Disc Golf + Nature Exploration

Central Promenade + East Parking

Central Park PavilionCentral Park Pavilion

Adventure Play Space

Parking Spots 9 Hole Disc Golf Course

Festival + Markets

Two Softball Fields

Unique Playground Equipment

Central Gathering Place

Eight-plex Teeball Fields

Multi-Purpose Central Hill (15’ peak + 12’ Exploration Slide)

Competitive Games (Pickleball, ‘Five-a-Side’, Sand Volleyball)

Custom Spray Park + Splash Pad

Sloped Entertainment Lawn

Large Performance Venue

Three Entry Points Parking Lot Access

Multi-Functional Spaces

Parking Lot Access

Play Mounds

Seasonal Markets

Restroom Facility

Exploration Play Space

Central Lawn

Multiple Shade Lounges + Lounge Chairs

Lawn Games

Harrisburg Days

Maintenance Facility First Hole Kiosk Map

“Small-Town Main Street”

Restrooms

Toddler Play Space

Picnic Area

Formal Access to Exploration Play & Central Hill

Ninth Hole Disc Golf Lounge

Relaxation Lounge

Shaded Turf Seating Areas

Community Space

Unique to Central Park

Maintenance Yard / Storage Defining Prairie-scape + Wetlands

Pedestrian Friendly

Reflection Garden

Swings Space

Restroom Facility

Dakota Access Field Improvements

Championship Baseball Field

Perimeter Fencing

Enhanced Aesthetics

Multiple Shade Opportunities

Perimeter Walking Loop
Perimeter Concourse

1 Mile Perimeter Distance

Multiple Connections

Year-Round Use

Urban Planters

Multi-Use Lawn (Sledding, Open Play, Picnic)

Defining Prairiescape

Donor Wall

Defining Prairiescape

Maintenance / Storage
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Project Costs

Central Park Cost Totals

*High-Range Total Estimated Project Costs
Mid-Range Total Estimated Project Costs
Low-Range Total Estimated Project Costs

*High-Range Totals include high-end cost options, finishes 
and amenities. Mid-Range Totals reflect moderate cost 
options, finishes and amenities, while Low-Range Totals 
reflect economical cost options, finishes and amenities.

$17,000,000
$15,000,000
$13,500,000
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Next Steps | Funding Central Park 

Community Priorities Build Off a Strong Park Core

Current Funding Timeline

2023 City Funding 2025 City Funding

Increase Financial Opportunities

Water Recreation

Pursue Local Grant and Philanthropic Opportunities

Identify Areas of Sponsorship within the Park 

Grow the Number of Community Events & Programs

Develop a Revenue Sharing System For Central Park

Unique Play & 
Emerging Recreation

Authentic Place Making

Allowing areas of the park to be sponsored by businesses and other interest groups 
looking to contribute to this community asset.

Use the Central Park Master Plan document as a tool for people interested in making 
an impact in the local community.

Surprisingly, most people we talked with at community events had no idea 
where Central Park was. This is the time to create a recognizable landmark, 
known throughout the community, authentic to Harrisburg.

Overwhelmingly the largest vote receiver at 
Harrisburg Days. 295 of the 840 votes (35%).
A summer destination for water recreation.

The second largest vote receiver at 
Harrisburg Days. 225 of the 840 votes (26%).
A year-round destination for recreation.

Advertise and promote Central Park as space that is capable of hosting large and 
small events, year-round.

Implement a revenue sharing system between the City of Harrisburg and event host 
when admission is charged for events.

$600,000 Allocated $1,300,000 Allocated

$900,000 Allocated

Splash Pad Pavilion

Band Shell

61%

$

Goal Goal

Goal
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Thank You


